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PURIFICATION OF ETHANOL 



ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To enable the recovery of ethanol in high purity, by adding an alkali to a 
concentration column, and precipitating the impurities. 



CONSTITUTION: An alkali metal hydroxide or alkaline earth metal hydroxide, etc. is 
added to a concentration column between the refluxing position and the fusel oil extraction 
position. The amount of the alkali is 1-0.3% based on ethanol. Since the impurities 
having low boiling point or high boiling point are removed by this process, a high-purity 
ethanol can be produced without repeating the fractionation process. 
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